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A few weeks ago, I went to a costume party with my boyfriend, who is white. Since I’m half-Japanese, we’d dressed up as 
(zombie) John Lennon and Yoko Ono. At one point, an inebriated 
Caucasian girl came up to us and complimented us on our costumes, 
gushing about what adorable babies we could have together because 
of our mixed races. At the time, I thought the drunk girl’s ramblings 
were sweet, but thinking back on it, her easy acceptance of my race 
was actually quite significant. After all, it was only a few generations 
ago that thousands of Japanese Canadians—including my 
grandparents, aunt, and uncle—were stripped of their property and 
basic rights and interned (quite like livestock) in stables in Vancouver 
because of their race. Now, some 70 years later, I walk along the same 
downtown streets that my grandparents were banned from and am 
complimented on my “exotic” ethnicity.
Should I be angry at how quickly we as a community forget the 
injustices that were committed against us? Maybe. But I’m not.
While I do feel that it’s important that the facts of this racist behavior 
be acknowledged and not swept under the rug—particularly at 
times like Remembrance Day specifically dedicated to remembering 
the sacrifices and tragedies that all Canadians have suffered due to 
war—I also see some hope in the fact that many of my friends have 
little to no knowledge of Japanese-Canadian internment. If it sounds 
crazy to people nowadays that this extreme, legislated racism could 
happen in our community, then maybe that’s a sign that we have 
progressed in certain ways as a society.
Don’t get me wrong—I know that racism is still prevalent in Canada. 
But, there is no denying the fact that there was a time that people 
of Japanese descent were reviled to the point of expulsion in British 
Columbia; today, I feel I am accepted into 
society just as well as a person of any other 
race, despite the tinge to my skin. So, this 
Remembrance Day, I will choose to remember 
the growth that British Columbians have 
made, and to dream of how even more 
accepting my children and grandchildren’s 
generations will be.
Should we 
forget?
Sharon Miki
4News.
Douglas offers certifi-
cates, work experience 
in a transfer program
By Joel MacKenzie,  
Staff Writer
Want to learn in California and 
Florida next year? 
Douglas College is 
offering the chance to 
learn in the University 
of California Riverside 
(UCR), followed by paid 
academic training in 
the Disneyworld Resort 
in Florida in 2013. The 
event runs from June 
29 to December 7, and 
students’ involvement 
would result in business, 
marketing or hospitality 
credits, and a certificate, 
as well as 500 hours 
of experience directly 
in their industries.
The credits acquired 
during the trip result in a 
certificate in Hospitality 
& Tourism Management 
or Management from 
UCR, and the 500 hours 
of paid training allows 
for one to qualify for 
Douglas’ Hospitality 
diploma program. The 
program also offers 
optional learning 
opportunities, includ-
ing different series on 
professional develop-
ment, Disney business 
information, and 20 
online courses offered 
by Harvard Business 
School. The Disneyworld 
work experience would 
provide five months of 
supervised training, in 
positions such as resort 
hospitality/front desk, 
lifeguard, character 
performer, and attraction 
positions, among others.
Optional tours and 
sightseeing are offered 
during the first two 
weeks of the trip while 
students are in California. 
These include a tour of 
Los Angeles, visits to 
Universal Studios and 
Disneyland, a beach trip, 
and shopping trips.
Eligible Douglas 
students are required to 
have completed first-year 
courses before the start of 
the program, are enrolled 
as a full-time undergrad-
uate, can speak English 
fluently, have a minimum 
of a 2.0 GPA, pass inter-
views with recruiters, 
and receive a recom-
mendation from Douglas. 
The total program cost, 
including tuition, books, 
medical insurance, food, 
and housing in Florida, 
after deducting the 
amount earned working 
in the resort, are esti-
mated at $1,025.00. Other 
costs, including a UCR 
application fee, a visa fee, 
and airfare come to an 
estimated $1,710, making 
the total about $2,735.00.
Application forms 
for the program are 
due to Karen Ng, 
Douglas’ International 
Mobility Coordinator, 
by January 14, 2013. 
She can be found in 
room 2800 at the New 
Westminster campus. 
More information can 
be found online at www.
douglas.bc.ca/ways-to-
study/study-abroad/
university-california-
riverside-disney.html.
Learn in California, Disneyworld through Douglas
Culled sled dogs remembered
Memorial held for 
slain Olympic sled 
dogs in Penticton
 
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
Last Friday afternoon mourners attended 
a Penticton memorial 
for the 56 sled dogs that 
were found dead in a 
mass grave after their 
owners, Howling Dog 
Tours, had used them 
during the 2010 Winter 
Olympics. Although 
the dogs were exhumed 
outside of Whistler, the 
memorial was held in 
the Penticton area at a 
BC SPCA pet cemetery.
“Today we gather... 
to honour the 56 Whistler 
dogs whose violent 
deaths shocked the world 
and touched so many 
hearts,” spoke Craig 
Daniell, BC SPCA CEO at 
the memorial. "The dogs 
came from all over BC, 
and it was important for 
us to have them laid to 
rest in a forestry-type set-
ting such as here and in 
a place where other peo-
ple's dogs and cats, who 
also touched the lives of 
their owners, are buried."
The funeral service 
attracted many dog 
owners and animal 
rights enthusiasts, 
many of whom brought 
their own animals to 
observe the service.
A memorial stone 
decorated with paw 
prints was laid into the 
cemetery. The stone read, 
“In Loving Memory 
of the Whistler Sled 
Dogs. ‘We Will Never 
Forget. Run Free.’”
In February 2011, 
another funeral proces-
sion in memory of 
the dogs was held in 
Whistler as a rally against 
the former manager of 
the sled dog tours, who 
was charged with caus-
ing unnecessary pain and 
suffering to an animal 
in April of that year. 
The investigation into 
the mass grave begun 
when the manager, 
Robert Fawcett, filed a 
PTSD-related workers 
compensation claim 
which described the inci-
dent in which he brutally 
shot and slit the throats 
of the fleet of sled dogs.
Fawcett has yet to 
face sentencing and is 
expected to later this 
month. He currently 
faces fines of up to 
$75,000 and a maximum 
two-year sentence for 
the mass execution.
Photo courtesy of Jeff Bassett/Canadian Press 
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Concerns over emergency 
response time 
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
A 7.7 magnitude earthquake hit 
British Columbia’s 
north-central coast on 
Saturday, October 27, 
triggering a tsunami 
warning. However, the 
largest waves generated 
by the quake were a 
mere 69 centimetres and 
the aftershocks were of 
no consequence either. 
Damage was minimal; 
other than some broken 
possessions and some 
areas losing power, there 
were no losses to report. 
Once it had been 
established that there was 
no real danger, attention 
turned to the response 
time by Emergency 
Management BC (EMBC). 
While the earthquake 
struck at approximately 
8:04 p.m., EMBC didn’t 
send out a public tsu-
nami warning until 8:55 
p.m. (via Twitter). The 
lack of official news left 
local representatives 
to act independently. 
Lisa Kendall, the emer-
gency coordinator for 
Skidegate, said that, 
“Anything that’s hard 
to stand up in for more 
than a minute, you go 
to higher ground.” She 
also mentioned that 
many were quick to take 
matters into their own 
hands, “By the time 
we got to the fire hall, 
15 minutes after the 
earthquake, there was 
already steady streams 
of cars going up to the 
high ground. People 
went and grabbed all the 
elders, their relatives.”
Carol Kulesha, mayor 
of the Village of Queen 
Charlotte, recognized the 
late response too, “There 
was a delay,” though 
similarly to Kendall, 
said that, “But we didn’t 
depend on that. We got 
notification directly from 
the source. We under-
stand we’re remote and 
that no one is going to 
come in the beginning to 
take care of us. We just 
put our plan into effect.”
Justice Minister 
Shirley Bond didn’t seem 
overly concerned about 
the response. “We’re 
continuing to analyse 
the response as we work 
our way through the 
day. Local authorities 
responded well, and their 
emergency plans seem 
to have worked well.” 
She would continue, 
“Obviously, minutes and 
hours matter when there 
is a potential catastrophic 
event, so what I want to 
do is refine the process 
so that we do that as well 
as we possibly can.” 
Chris Duffy, executive 
director of operations 
with EMBC, was quick 
to defend actions taken 
by the response team, 
“Their first notification 
was from Mother Nature 
and that was when the 
ground shook violently.” 
He also noted that, 
“To say that folks on 
Haida Gwaii didn’t get 
information and didn’t 
get contacted is not 
quite a fair characteriza-
tion of what occurred. 
They had the initial 
ground shake and took 
action. They certainly 
had contact from my 
staff within minutes.” 
Duffy said that there 
was an email sent out 
to various communities 
and agencies about 
the tsunami warning 
12 minutes after the 
quake, and doesn’t know 
why some areas didn’t 
receive official word for 
an hour after the fact.
As for the timing of 
the tsunami tweet, Duffy 
commented, “I am not a 
social media expert. Our 
social media staff are 
also asked to make sure 
they send out accurate 
information and to cross-
check with senior duty 
managers.” He would 
finish with an acknowl-
edgement that there is 
room for improvement 
though, “Certainly, 
anytime after hours there 
is going to be some pres-
sure to make sure they 
have communication. 
In a disaster, we can 
always look to improve 
and do things faster.”
 Preparing for a world 
without antibiotics
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
In an annual assessment released in mid-Octo-
ber, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
addressed Tuberculosis 
as one of the most fatal 
drug-resistant diseases. 
In 2011 1.4 million people 
died due to untreatable 
cases of TB, of which 
430,000 were also suffer-
ing from HIV. The num-
bers seem horrific, but Dr. 
Mario Raviglione, direc-
tor of WHO’s Stop TB 
program, found a silver 
lining: 51 million people 
have been cured of TB 
and 20 million lives have 
been saved since 1995, a 
fact Raviglione attributed 
to new tools for detecting 
the disease. But concerns 
are that each country’s 
funding is different. 
India, China, Russia, and 
South Africa represent 
two-thirds of the antibi-
otic-resistant TB cases. 
Reviglione informs 
that new rapid molecular 
diagnostic test and 
resistant forms of TB 
called Xpert, based out of 
a Californian company, 
Cepheid, are being 
shipped to 67 develop-
ing countries. But WHO 
officials remain appre-
hensive with the levels 
of financial support. 
Between 2013 and 2015, 
WHO is projected to need 
$8 billion per year to fight 
TB, and is already facing 
a $3 billion gap for 2013. 
It is this lack of support 
that will cause millions 
of unnecessary deaths 
in the next few years. 
Trades and travel 
have been the leading 
cause of antibiotic resis-
tant diseases or super-
bugs. Research develop-
ment over the past few 
years have shown those 
antibiotics used on our 
livestock are the same 
used on humans. This 
process is helping our 
livestock such as chick-
ens become healthy for 
pre-consumption, but it is 
weakening us after. Some 
of poultries’ harmful bac-
teria, such as salmonella 
and E. coli, are taking 
attributes from super-
bugs and causing incur-
able infections. Because 
antibiotics are considered 
drugs and not additives 
by Health Canada, there 
is currently no limit to 
the amount farmers 
can choose to use. 
Agricultural corpora-
tions are putting the onus 
on consumers, suggest-
ing that the best means of 
avoiding cross-contami-
nation and bacteria is to 
handle and cook the food 
properly. But activists 
suggest that the only way 
to end the corporate reign 
over the drug usage is to 
make wiser choices at the 
market. Although buying 
organic or antibiotic-free 
food does not guarantee 
versions without super-
bugs, it will leave a mes-
sage for the companies. 
Viruses cause colds 
and flus, while coughs 
and sore throats are 
attributed to respira-
tory infections, 90 
per cent of which 
do not require 
antibiotics. The 
best medicine 
concerning 
those ill-
nesses is 
resting, 
drinking 
fluids, 
and avoiding 
the spread of germs. If 
antibiotics are prescribed, 
it is important to finish 
the treatment even if 
you feel healthy before 
completion. Washing 
your hands, staying up to 
date on vaccination, and 
avoiding others when 
sick are pinnacle meth-
ods to disease mitigation. 
Antibiotic Awareness 
week takes place from 
November 12 to 18. Visit 
antibioticawareness.ca 
for more details. 
Aftermath of 7.7 magnitude earthquake
No silver bullets for superbugs
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Weekly Geopolitical 
events
 
By Keating Smith, 
Contributor
Africa: (Rwanda) 
Victoire Ingabire, the 
opposition political 
leader in Rwanda, has 
been sentenced to eight 
years in prison. Ingabire 
is charged with treason 
and contributing to attri-
butes of genocide that 
occurred in the country 
18 years ago. Ingabire 
fled Rwanda and lived 
abroad for 16 years 
and returned in 2010 
with hopes of running 
for president, at which 
time she was arrested.
North America: (United 
States) New York 
City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg publically 
announced his endorse-
ment for Barak Obama 
after Hurricane Sandy 
wreaked havoc on the 
Eastern seaboard. The 
independent party mayor 
said Obama has “taken 
major steps to combat 
climate change, [and has] 
won some important 
victories on education 
and health care, and 
shares his values on 
abortion and gay rights.”
South America: 
(Argentina) The voting 
age in Argentina has 
been lowered from 18 
to 16 and won final 
approval by a vote of 131 
to 2 in the lower house 
of Congress last week. 
According to Al Jazeera, 
skeptics say the new law 
is aimed at drumming 
up support for president 
Cristina Fernandez 
before the scheduled 
legislative elections in 
2013, while supporters 
say the measure aims to 
bring Argentina in line 
with surrounding coun-
tries that have already 
lowered the voting age to 
people as young as 16.
Asia- Pacific: (Burma) 
Asia’s second poorest 
country made interna-
tional headlines twice 
this week after 130 
refugees fleeing from 
violence in the western 
region of the country 
drowned after the der-
elict fishing vessel they 
were onboard capsized 
on Halloween. The World 
Bank announced the 
following day that the 
country will receive an 
$80-million grant from 
the financial institution 
for the first time in 25 
years, which will go 
towards building and 
developing infrastructure 
in the rural areas. 
Europe: (Russia) The 
Russian government has 
signed into a bill obliging 
Russian Internet provid-
ers to block websites 
with banned content 
and putting responsibil-
ity on state agencies 
and non-governmental 
organizations to search 
for such sites, according 
to Russia Today. Websites 
including child pornog-
raphy, information on 
illegal drugs, and also 
suicide instructions are 
now being blocked in an 
attempt to protect young 
children in Russia. 
Middle East: (Egypt) The 
Egyptian government is 
imposing a new curfew 
in which restaurants 
and shops must close 
between 10 p.m. and 
midnight, in an effort to 
conserve electricity in the 
nation’s capital and one 
of most crowded cities in 
the world. In a country 
with plenty of political 
change, skeptics say 
that the move will cost 
the economy billions of 
dollars in lost revenue, 
as most shops and res-
taurants conduct most of 
their business during the 
late night- early morn-
ing hours of the day. 
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Wreck-It Ralph finally came out last 
Friday, November 2. In 
some ways the film was 
exactly as I expected, 
which unfortunately isn’t 
perfect, but I was also 
pleasantly surprised.
Wreck-It Ralph, 
Disney’s latest Pixar-free 
animated film, tells the 
story of the fictional 
“Fix-It Felix Jr.” character 
Ralph (John C. Reilly), 
an arcade game bad guy 
who wants to prove he’s 
good. Ralph begins to 
jump between the other 
games in the arcade, 
something harshly 
looked down upon by 
the other characters, in 
order to find a medal 
worthy of a hero. And 
then, depending on who 
you are, things may 
get disappointing.
Ralph doesn’t game 
jump beyond two games, 
which is obviously a 
bummer. More so when 
you see how much detail 
and parody are placed in 
the two games, “Hero’s 
Duty” and “Sugar 
Rush,” the latter being 
where we spend 75 per 
cent of the movie.
For a lot of people, as 
soon as we leave Grand 
Central Station, where all 
the arcade game charac-
ters hang out, the movie 
loses its luster. Honestly 
though, while I did have 
to sleep on the thought, 
the film definitely works.
The characters of 
Ralph, disturbed badass 
Sergeant Calhoun 
(Jane Lynch), and the 
delightfully sweet Felix 
(Jack McBrayer) are all 
amazing, and then we 
have what will be many 
people’s deal breaker, 
Vanellope von Schweetz 
(Sarah Silverman). While 
she is indeed annoying, I 
actually found her cute, 
and argue if you will, 
but Ralph and her story 
go nicely hand in hand.
The film is a labour 
of love, so I don’t think 
anyone will be entirely 
disappointed. My advice 
is to keep an open 
mind going in, and you 
may come out loving 
it as much as I did.
Does ‘Wreck-It Ralph’ need some fixing?
Arts.
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By Janella Bunda, 
Contributor
RZA, hip-hop pioneer of the Wu-Tang 
Clan, stretched out his 
directing and acting 
skills into untouched 
heights in the new film 
The Man with the Iron 
Fists (released November 
2). The film deals with 
three warriors: Jack 
Knife (Russell Crowe), 
Zen-Yi (Rick Yune), and 
The Blacksmith (RZA 
himself), all with their 
own objectives, until they 
must battle a force that 
threatens their village.
It is everything one 
would expect in a sur-
realist Chinese martial 
artsy film, with some 
heavy rap and bluesy 
rock as the music score. 
Clearly the strength in 
this feature was the fight 
choreography. The visual 
intricacy of the weapons 
each character uses 
reveals the details RZA 
had brewing in his head. 
Madam Blossom (Lucy 
Liu) and Brass Body 
(David Bautista) serve 
some aggressive action 
goodness in particular. 
Each scene is action-
packed and definitely 
will not disappoint—
though beware of the 
sometimes-shoddy CGI.
Where the film falls 
flat is in the execution 
of the plot. The tone 
takes itself too seriously, 
where flashbacks are all 
too brief and character 
relations are wrapped 
up in a rush. Some per-
sonalities rely on clichés, 
but who watches kung 
fu movies for character 
development anyway? 
If you’re into violence, 
be prepared for this 
fast-paced gore ride to 
the sounds of Cantopop 
singers and Kanye West.
By Zach Roubos, 
Contributor
The cover of Kendrick Lamar’s 
second album, Good Kid, 
M.A.A.D City has the 
subtitle “A Short Film 
by Kendrick Lamar.” 
Curious, until one listens 
to the aforementioned 
project from front 
to back, and then it 
all becomes clear.
With Good Kid…, 
Lamar has weaved a 
seamless narrative that 
takes you into his life as 
a 17-year-old trying to 
navigate life in Compton 
and find his salvation. 
The songs are inter-
spersed with interludes 
that consist of conversa-
tions with his friends and 
somewhat humorous 
voicemails from his par-
ents that serve to drive 
the narrative forward. 
While the production 
style is varied, none of 
his beat choices feel out 
of place, and in fact, most 
compliment his subject 
matter perfectly, which 
serves to reinforce the 
idea that this is more 
than a mere album. 
On “Backseat 
Freestyle,” Lamar spits: 
“All my life I want 
money and power, 
respect my mind or 
die from lead shower,” 
and continues to drop 
uncharacteristically 
ignorant lyrics over a Hit-
Boy produced banger, 
while presumably riding 
in the backseat with 
his friends. This leads 
perfectly into “The 
Art of Peer Pressure,” 
which finds Lamar on 
a solemn soundscape 
lamenting about things 
he usually would not 
do, but does because, 
he’s “with the homies.”
To call this album 
cohesive is an extreme 
understatement. It closes 
with the Dr. Dre assisted 
anthem “Compton,” 
where Lamar has found 
his salvation. Whether 
it was through religion, 
success as an artist, or 
perhaps both, we’re bet-
ter off for having taken 
the journey with him.
Journey with Kendrick in the ‘M.A.A.D City’
RZA challenges film with ‘Iron Fists’
RZA in The Man with the Iron Fists | Photo courtesy of Arcade Pictures
The songs are interspersed with interludes that consist 
of conversations with his friends and somewhat humor-
ous voicemails from his parents that serve to drive the 
narrative forward. 
It is everything one would expect in a surrealist Chinese 
martial artsy film, with some heavy rap and bluesy rock 
as the music score. 
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Behind the scenes of ‘The Rez Sisters’
The Douglas College 
production runs from 
November 9 to 17
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
Last week I had the chance to watch an 
excerpt from what is 
going on in Douglas 
College’s fall theatre 
production of The Rez 
Sisters by Tomson 
Highway, which 
comes out this Friday 
November 9 and runs 
until November 17 in the 
Laura C. Muir Theatre.
The show—which 
marks the second of four 
productions that are 
happening this year in 
the theatre department—
features second-year 
theatre students Nadia 
Bordignon, Meghan 
Somerville, Laura 
Genschorek, Fatuma 
Namatovu, Paula 
Broderick, Stephanie 
Webb, Angie Hennig, 
and Marc Aboleda, 
with Deborah Neville 
directing. 
Sitting right up 
close and getting in on 
the action is one of the 
biggest features that 
this show presents. 
Taking the main stage 
in the Muir theatre and 
changing it into a studio 
production by bringing 
the audience right into 
the action is what brings 
this piece to life. 
“It’s about seven 
women who are on a 
reserve, and they’re all 
related to each other 
somehow, whether it 
be they’re sisters or 
sisters-in-law. They find 
out about this biggest 
Bingo in the world that’s 
coming up in Toronto 
and they all love playing 
Bingo all the time, so 
then they have to figure 
out a way to find money 
to all go… together 
because they really 
want to win. They all 
have different goals that 
they want to reach by 
winning… because the 
jackpot is $500,000,” says 
Meghan Somerville. 
The scene I was 
invited to watch was 
when the sisters arrive 
at the Bingo and are 
greeted by the eccentric, 
charismatic host—played 
by Aboleda. The scene’s 
energy bounces back 
and forth from one 
character to the next until 
it escalates to a boiling 
point. I don’t want to 
give away too much, but 
the play includes some 
audience interaction with 
the characters, where 
the audience becomes 
a part of the Bingo. It’s 
loaded with laughs and 
fun, which Neville brings 
through the creative 
process of the characters.
“She’s really 
supportive and very 
creative and really gets 
you to think about the 
character… she really 
gets you to play around 
with everything and see 
what works and see what 
doesn’t,” says Somerville, 
who then discussed her 
role with The Other Press.
 “[My character’s] 
name is Annie Cook, and 
she’s like a partier and 
she loves to have fun and 
loves to poke fun at all of 
her sisters and make fun 
of everyone and cause 
trouble. She really likes 
to poke people’s buttons 
and everything.
“There’s been some 
moments in rehearsal 
where something clicks 
and it’s like, “Oh you 
finally get it” and there’s 
something that you 
realize in a line that you 
didn’t understand before, 
but it makes sense and 
you’re like, “That’s why 
I’m saying this” or “This 
is why she does this later 
on.” 
The Rez Sisters 
comes out this Friday 
November 9 in the Muir 
theatre. Be sure to check 
it out!
Meghan Somerville | Photo courtesy of Shawnali Ogle
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By Holly Phillips, 
Contributor
I met up with Cory Doctorow a few weeks 
ago at the Vancouver 
International Writers 
Festival, three-quarters of 
the way through his con-
tinent-wide tour promot-
ing his new novel, Pirate 
Cinema. In her introduc-
tion to Doctorow’s festi-
val event, festival board 
member Sally Harding 
called Pirate Cinema, “a 
subversive novel,” but it 
was a Publishers Weekly 
review that labelled it as 
a “rabble rouser.” When 
I asked Doctorow, he 
admitted he was ready 
to embrace the term.
“Sure,” he said. 
“Rousing rabble has 
been something I’ve been 
doing for a long time.”
Cory Doctorow 
is an internationally 
recognized expert on 
copyright in the digital 
age— I know that when I 
tell people that, their eyes 
often glaze over with 
anticipated boredom. 
Copyright? How dull 
is that? But Doctorow 
draws a straight line 
from copyright infringe-
ment issues to personal 
rights and freedoms. In 
fact, it was his outrage at 
the passing of the “three 
strikes” law in the UK, 
where he lives, that in 
large part inspired the 
writing of Pirate Cinema.
In the book, 16-year-
old Trent McCauley is 
busted under “three 
strikes.” Digital surveil-
lance on his computer 
has revealed that he stole 
copyrighted video so 
that he could make his 
own films using footage 
on the web. Do it three 
times and you’re out; you 
and your household lose 
all Internet access for a 
year. This is calamitous 
for Trent’s family, as both 
his parents must work 
from home, and his sister 
does her schooling over 
the Internet. So by the 
end of the first chapter, a 
guilt-ridden Trent is out 
of the house, on the road, 
and on the way to meet-
ing some of Doctorow’s 
liveliest counter-
culture rebels yet.
Reading Pirate Cinema 
is a bit like jumping on a 
train already in motion: 
you grab on tight and 
get hauled off on a non-
stop ride. Talking with 
Doctorow was pretty 
much the same. He’s 
got a huge reservoir of 
experience and expertise, 
and when I asked a 
question, I found I had to 
brace myself for the facts, 
ideas, and opinions that 
came blasting out at fire-
hose pressure. William 
Gibson called Doctorow 
“a native of the 21st cen-
tury,” and the sense I got 
was of a man who spends 
at least half his life swim-
ming in the Internet sea. 
He is, after all, a co-editor 
of Boing Boing, one of 
the highest-rated techno-
blogs on the net. Get him 
talking about copyright 
and publishing, and he’ll 
give you a manifesto 
for a drastic rethink of 
copyright and the role 
it plays in protecting 
artists’ rights and liveli-
hoods. (He’ll also tell you 
with great enthusiasm 
about the Humble eBook 
Bundle, which is defi-
nitely worth a look. It’s 
a whole new approach 
to getting books into 
people’s hands).
However, if you get 
Doctorow talking about 
writing, a whole new side 
of him comes to light—a 
very human side. Talking 
about his approach to 
science fiction, he said, “I 
think writing optimistic 
speculation is not merely 
about writing futures 
in which good things 
happen. I think you 
can actually write very 
optimistic speculation in 
which bad things happen 
in the future and people 
react to them with resil-
ience and grace.” That is 
what he’s doing in Pirate 
Cinema. His characters 
are rebels, even outcasts, 
but they strive not just 
to beat the system, but to 
change it for the better, 
and for the betterment of 
everyone’s lives. It isn’t 
preachy, though. For all 
his passionately held 
opinions, Doctorow, as 
a writer, keeps the focus 
tightly on his characters.
And he does love 
writing about young pro-
tagonists. In his words, 
he loves “These kind of 
virginity-loss moments, 
where you do something 
when you can’t tell who 
you’re going to be when 
it’s over.” The world of 
youth is big and new, and 
everything his characters 
do matters intensely to 
them, and the sometimes 
to the world. It makes 
for exciting reading. 
And Cory has great 
fondness and respect 
for his audience, too. He 
likes to say of his books, 
it’s as though the novel 
“puts its arm around 
[the reader’s] shoulder 
and says, ‘Look, kid, I’m 
going to explain to you 
how the world works…’ 
and it is an honour and a 
privilege, and a respon-
sibility, to be in that 
sweet spot with kids.”
This level of respect 
shows in his writing. 
Though Doctorow’s pas-
sion for the issues shines 
through, you never get 
the sense that he’s trying 
to convert you to his 
cause. He doesn’t neces-
sarily want his readers to 
agree with him, but just 
to pay attention. “I want 
them to be in the battle, 
to acknowledge the 
importance of the battle, 
to make up their minds 
about it for themselves.”
So maybe what he’s 
doing isn’t so much 
rousing the rabble, as 
empowering the rabble 
to rouse themselves.
Copyright? How dull is that? But Doctorow 
draws a straight line from copyright infringe-
ment issues to personal rights and freedoms.
Cory Doctorow:  the ‘Rabble Rouser’
Cory Doctorow| Photo courtesy of Wikipedia (Creative Commoms)
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By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Last week it was announced that 
Disney had officially 
bought Lucasfilm for 
an apparent sum of 
$4.05 billion. The only 
thing that shocked me 
about this news though 
is how people have 
been reacting to it.
I have to wonder if 
people were just unaware 
of Disney’s hand in each 
of the Lucasfilm fran-
chises up to this point. 
While they may not have 
always been a direct 
part of the filmmaking, 
they were definitely 
part of the marketing 
afterwards. Basically, 
one would’ve needed to 
be under a rock to not 
realize how close the 
Walt Disney Company 
was with George Lucas.
For another fact, 
Lucas got everything we 
wanted out of Star Wars 
as far as this bystander 
is concerned. Yes, the 
franchise was his baby, 
his everything for a point 
of his life. But much 
like the shitty parents of 
Toddlers & Tiaras, Lucas 
decided that baby was 
nothing unless it was 
his idea of perfection. 
The films have been 
mercilessly tampered 
with as technology has 
gotten better, and at this 
point, there’s not much 
left he could do to them.
Obviously there have 
been other projects made 
under the Lucasfilm 
Limited company, but 
seeing as Disney’s first 
bit of movie develop-
ment news has involved 
Star Wars, that’s what 
everyone seems to be 
messing their pants over.
I like the Star Wars 
movies as much as the 
next guy, that is to say a 
lot, but I also don’t care 
it’s being rebooted. I’m 
glad it’s being rebooted; 
done right—think of 
all the awesome things 
they could do with that 
galaxy far, far away! 
I’m assuming the 
negative reaction has 
largely been caused by 
a feeling of betrayal. 
Betrayal by the man 
who made, to drop an 
obvious reference, Han 
shoot first? Really? 
Come on guys, you’re 
better than that.
If anything, I’m 
intrigued to see if Disney 
takes advantage of the 
other films it now owns 
from this purchase, 
which include Willow 
(1988), The Land Before 
Time (1988), and maybe 
most interesting of 
all, Labyrinth (1986).
Am I excited one of 
the largest, stereotypi-
cally evil businesses in 
the world now owns a 
little more of, well, the 
world? Hell no, but, 
look at all the good that 
came out of Disney 
getting a hold of Pixar. I 
don’t think the Star Wars 
franchise is anymore 
doomed than what Lucas 
himself inflicted on the 
series, which is maybe 
why I’m so indifferent 
to the issue; it literally 
cannot get any worse.
That said, I am still 
curious to see where 
this all goes. If nothing 
else, much like what 
happened with Disney 
and The Nightmare 
Before Christmas (1993), 
I would be down for a 
little more Land Before 
Time and Labyrinth 
merch in the world, 
that’s for damn sure.
Rock you like a 
hurricane
By Viv Steele, 
Sexual Climatologist
Early last week, Hurricane Sandy 
was sweeping over 
the Atlantic, devastat-
ing eastern states and 
provinces and laying 
waste to developing 
nations like Haiti and 
Cuba. When Sandy 
touched down in New 
York City, I was busy 
touching down on my 
own personal weather 
systems. Specifically, the 
very special hurricane 
that takes place inside 
when one engages in 
my favourite kind of 
sex: sex with an ex.
When you breakup 
with someone, like I 
did about a month ago, 
there’s very little warn-
ing. You might have been 
thinking about it, but you 
might not be exactly sure 
when it’s going to hap-
pen. You can’t know if 
this movie you’re watch-
ing cuddled up on the 
couch will be your last; 
you can’t know if this is 
the last time you’ll fall 
asleep next to each other. 
Whatever catalyst spurs 
you to end things (or 
makes your partner want 
to call it off with you) 
will hit you on your weak 
side when you’re not 
expecting it, like a foul 
ball or an intense, ocean-
born tropical storm. 
That’s the tragic thing 
about breakups, and 
also what makes it so 
tempting to double-dip. 
It’s also why ex sex can 
be so passionate. You’re 
making up for lost time. 
Now you know this 
could be the last time, 
and you want to do it 
on your own terms. You 
know your ex’s body 
like a well-worn map 
and you’re just itching 
to explore all those side-
trails again. The sex that 
results from banging 
your former lover is 
usually an athletic affair; 
you touch on everything 
that used to make you 
tick, you try to hit up 
every sexual position you 
used to like, leaving no 
doggy unstyled and no 
missionary left behind. 
It’s a hot, sweaty mess, 
but it’s the devil’s candy.
For a self-proclaimed 
emotional junkie like me, 
the flash flood of feelings 
that surges forth after a 
fraught liaison can be a 
positive thing. I’m not 
saying that’s an emotion-
ally healthy way to be, 
but there’s something 
good to be said about 
visceral emotions. The 
key to keeping your 
psyche safe in navigating 
the treacherous waters 
of sex-with-an-ex is 
an awareness of your 
emotional needs, and the 
communications skills 
required to be honest 
about those needs. 
If you feel like you’re 
being pressured into hav-
ing sex with your ex and 
it’ll be too difficult for 
you: don’t do it! If you 
feel like your ex still has 
strong feelings for you 
and is trying to spark a 
relationship reboot: don’t 
do it! Be very clear about 
what the score is and 
where you both stand, in 
regards to your previous 
breakup, as well as this 
exciting new chapter in 
your lives. If you both 
have an itch that needs to 
be scratched and you feel 
ready to do so, I see no 
reason not to. So board 
up the windows, stock up 
on supplies, and wait out 
the hurricane together.
They were always the cutest couple
Life&Style.
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By Jacey Gibb, 
Assistant Editor
My first encounter with Cosmopolitan 
magazine came when I 
was in junior high. At 
some point, while I was 
busy trying not to laugh 
every time someone said 
the word ‘penis’ aloud, a 
group of females in my 
grade had adopted this 
glossy-covered monthly 
production as somewhat 
of a pseudo Bible. Over 
the years I grew to enjoy 
the company of Cosmo 
not for its accuracy or 
helpfulness, but for the 
sheer enjoyment my 
friends and I would 
get from purchasing a 
copy before a road trip 
and reading from its 
hyper-sexualized pages 
the latest tips on how 
to please our imaginary 
men. The thing is a 
rag, a 126-year-old joke 
with no punchline in 
sight, but that doesn’t 
make its ridiculousness 
any less entertaining. 
After a recent 
conversation about how 
ludicrous Cosmo is led to 
an hour-long laugh-fest 
over the inane sex tips, I 
decided to take it upon 
myself to seek out some 
of the magazine’s most 
preposterous from over 
the years and discredit 
their supposed potency. 
Some are tips from the 
magazine, some were 
submitted by readers, but 
all are absolutely terrible.
“Press a fork (firmly, 
but don’t break the 
skin or anything) into 
different parts of his 
body—his butt cheeks, 
his pecs, his thighs.” As 
much as I love having 
cutlery pressed against 
my body—oh wait, I 
don’t. And neither does 
your boyfriend. The 
thought of someone 
taking cold metal against 
my skin at random 
doesn’t illicit arousal, 
but rather discomfort. 
My body isn’t some 
shortbread cookie 
waiting for an aesthetic 
flattening, so don’t treat 
it as such.
“Freeze some grapes 
in a Ziploc bag. Once 
they’re ice-cold, put 
them in your mouth. 
Then begin oral sex. 
The temperature and 
sensation produced by 
the grapes while you’re 
giving him oral sex is 
incredible. You might 
want to try spraying 
your mouth with Binaca 
or using mint-flavored 
toothpaste right before 
going down on him. 
This will give his penis 
a nice warm feeling.” 
I feel bad for all of the 
unlucky guys who had 
to endure this form of 
hot/cold torture because 
their girlfriends trusted 
the Cretan that is Cosmo. 
No guy is thinking “You 
know what, I really wish 
I got more sub-zero 
blowjobs.” If they did, 
then having sex with a 
snowball would probably 
be a thing. Frozen grapes 
should be reserved for 
making ice wine and 
never go near a man’s 
junk.
“Sprinkle a little pepper 
under his nose right 
before he climaxes. 
Sneezing can feel 
similar to an orgasm and 
amplify the feel-good 
effects.” When I’m about 
to orgasm, one of the last 
things on my mind is the 
desire to have pepper 
tossed up my nostrils. 
Ignoring the fact that this 
would likely burn my 
nose, I would hate to be 
the guy that blew snot all 
over his girlfriend while 
making whoopee.
“Long, pointy nails 
made a comeback this 
year—use those talons to 
scratch his back, chest, 
inner thighs...” Maybe 
I’m biased because I 
chew my nails but I don’t 
think that long, pointy 
nails did, or ever should, 
make a comeback. I get 
a considerable amount 
of scratch marks simply 
from hanging out with 
my cat, so I’ll apologize 
if I don’t automatically 
associate them with 
eroticism.
“When he’s least 
expecting it, tell your 
man you need some 
change. Then stick your 
hand in his pocket and 
start rubbing his penis 
through the fabric, 
pretending that you’re 
really digging around 
for that coinage you 
need. When he’s good 
and hard, whisper 
something Mae West-ish 
in his ear like, “Is that a 
roll of quarters in your 
pocket or are you just 
glad to see me?” He’ll 
practically bust out of 
his pants.” Really?
“The top songs 
to have on your sex 
playlist, according to 
the UCLA sex survey: 
anything by Marvin 
Gaye, Maroon 5’s ‘She 
Will Be Loved,’ and 
David Guetta’s ‘Sexy 
Bitch.’” It’s quite a funky 
spectrum to see Gaye and 
Maroon 5 recommended 
in the same sentence, but 
I have to interject. I’m not 
one for generic, shit-pop 
songs or stuff that you’d 
hear on repeat at Mirage 
on a Saturday night, so 
where does that leave 
me? One of my personal 
favourites would have 
to be M83—toss on their 
latest, Hurry up, We’re 
Dreaming, and let the 
consistently shifting 
beat set a rhythm. I want 
to hear Adam Levine’s 
voice playing in the 
bedroom as much as I 
want to make out with a 
cheese grater.
“Very softly bite the 
skin of his scrotum.” 
I know it’s difficult for 
girls to understand this 
because they don’t have 
one, but a guy’s scrotum 
is a sensitive thing. I’m 
sure there are a lot of 
gents out there who love 
themselves a bit of teeth 
action though, so maybe 
just run it by him before 
treating his sack like a 
candy cane.
If you’re really 
desperate for some juicy 
sex tips, then here’s one 
that’ll drive your guy 
crazy: show up. And 
if you’re feeling really 
frisky, try bringing 
your vagina with 
you. Showing up will 
provide the opportunity 
for intercourse, while 
bringing a vagina will 
increase the chances for 
actual intercourse to 
take place. Let’s leave 
the frozen grapes in the 
fridge, our forks in the 
cutlery drawer, and the 
Maroon 5 sex playlists 
non-existent.
Just the tips: Cosmo sex tips to cringe at
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I know the college environment and what expectations 
students bring to the table, and I have experiences in both 
of those worlds that often cross over. It’s great to be able to 
connect to students, or try to with that kind of background.
Connected 
to the past
By Joel MacKenzie, 
Staff Writer
Makoto Ikuta, a Japan-born, retired 
high school chemistry 
teacher, sees the sun yel-
low. In other words, he 
identifies as a Canadian.
People from Japan 
see the sun as it is 
reflected in their national 
flag, ‘The Setting Sun.’ 
Mak, as Makoto goes 
by, explains. “So if you 
ask them ‘What colour 
is the sun?’ and they say 
‘Red,’ you know they 
haven’t converted,” 
he says, laughing.
Most of Mak’s life 
has been in Canada; he’s 
only been to Japan 10 
times. But, while living 
in Canada from 1942 to 
1947, he did not share 
the same rights as the 
average Canadian 
citizen. Under the 
suspicion of espionage 
and sabotage, his family, 
and over 21,000 people 
of Japanese descent were 
deported inland, at least 
100 kilometres away 
from the west coast. 
In 1941, after Japan’s 
attack on the American 
naval base Pearl Harbour, 
the Canadian federal 
government became 
paranoid about the 
Japanese people living in 
coastal BC: many of them 
worked in the fishing 
industry, in close proxim-
ity to the Pacific Ocean 
coast that BC shares 
with Japan. In 1942, with 
Mackenzie King acting 
as Prime Minister, the 
government interned 
all people of Japanese 
descent in BC to loca-
tions at least 100 miles 
from the west coast.
The people were 
given the choice of 
moving into camps or 
inland workplaces, both 
with a daytime curfew. 
The internment camps 
reportedly lacked decent 
living conditions, like 
adequate heating and 
food. And the work was 
mostly hard labour, like 
railway construction and 
farm work. Mak’s father 
wanted him, his brothers, 
and his sisters to con-
tinue their education, so 
they moved to Raymond, 
Alberta to work on 
a sugar beet farm.
For Mak, the move 
proved difficult because 
he had never done any 
farm work prior to the 
relocation. As a 13-year-
old who was used to 
schoolwork, the hoeing, 
weeding, sorting, and 
processing of sugar 
beets was a big change. 
“Rows and rows” of 
sugar beets “seemed, at 
the time, endless,” he 
remembers, laughing. 
And the work was “Cold, 
too. Hands would get 
really, really cold.” 
But in a time when 
his family was moved 
and forced to work 
labour jobs, Mak didn’t 
become cynical. Rather, 
he turned to his culture 
for comfort. “The 
Japanese have a saying: 
‘shikata ga nai, shikata 
ga nai,’ which means, 
‘can’t be helped, can’t 
be helped.’ In time of 
war, it can’t be helped.”
This phrase might be 
the epitome of the calm, 
collectivist Japanese atti-
tude that allows its peo-
ple to maintain calamity 
and dignity during times 
of tragedy. Rather than 
an admission 
of defeat, the 
phrase 
should 
One man’s experience living through  
and beyond being interned in Canada
In 1942, with Mackenzie King acting as Prime Minister, 
the government interned all people of Japanese descent 
in BC to locations at least 100 miles from the west coast.
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be perceived as a means 
to accept and move past 
the circumstances in life 
that are beyond one’s 
control. Emperor Shōwa, 
the Japanese Emperor 
during World War II, 
used the same phrase in 
the ‘70s when comment-
ing about his feelings 
about the bombing of 
Hiroshima. And, after 
the devastating 2011 
Tohoku Earthquake and 
the resulting tsunami, 
perhaps it is this same 
attitude that resulted in 
patient lines outside of 
areas providing food and 
supplies, and virtually 
no rioting or looting.
It was probably 
this same attitude, too, 
that helped Mak move 
beyond the discrimina-
tion he faced in Canada 
before and during the 
internment. While still in 
BC, he remembers being 
ignored in then average 
retail stores: in “5, 10 cent 
stores, like Woolworth...
they would look after the 
Caucasian things and...
ignore us.” In Raymond, 
while attending high 
school, he remembers 
one social studies teacher 
explain “the Japs are 
real savages, they eat 
raw fish!” And he can 
recall many in his school 
degrading Buddhism, 
for which Mak’s father 
was a minister in 
Raymond, as barbaric 
“idol worshipping.”
But Mak isn’t angered 
by recalling these events. 
“Maybe it’s because of 
my Buddhist upbring-
ing, but there’s no use 
in hanging on to the 
past and being resentful, 
because that’ll make 
your life miserable. 
... It’s all water under 
the bridge now.”
Mak’s Buddhist con-
nection did even more 
for him too. After the 
internment, it allowed 
his whole family to stay 
in Canada and for Mak’s 
education to continue. 
No one in his family was 
a Canadian citizen, so 
they all faced deporta-
tion. Luckily for them, 
the now high population 
of Japanese people in 
the area convinced a 
senator from Lethbridge 
to allow the family to 
stay, so Mak’s father 
could continue being the 
town’s Buddhist minister. 
Soon after, they got their 
Canadian citizenships, 
and Mak, who excelled 
in math in high school, 
was accepted to Queen’s 
University in Kingston, 
Ontario. If he had been 
deported to Japan, “my 
education would have 
stopped...there were 
so many people there, 
for one opening, there 
would be one hundred 
applicants,” he explains. 
The whole situation 
only added to his motiva-
tion to achieve his degree 
and work a respected 
Canadian job. “I became 
a teacher,” Mak says, 
“because many of the 
Canadians didn’t know 
what Japanese people 
were like. I thought, 
‘Well, I’ll become a 
teacher to show them 
that I’m just as good 
as Canadians.’ And I 
think the majority of 
Japanese Canadians felt 
that way, so they tried 
to excel.” At Queen’s, 
he achieved a degree in 
chemistry, and soon after 
worked as a research 
chemist. After that, 
he taught high school 
chemistry in Vancouver 
schools, including David 
Thompson, Sir Winston 
Churchill Secondary, 
and even UBC. 
After spending most 
of his adult life as a 
Canadian teacher, Mak 
has seen society become 
much more accepting 
and compassionate than 
it was when he was 
young. He referenced 
the huge amount of 
Canadian compassion 
and support for Amanda 
Todd after her suicide 
last month, and Robin 
Tomlin’s story of having 
“fag” changed after being 
maliciously placed under 
his name in his 1970 
high school graduation 
yearbook. “Fifty years 
ago, that wouldn’t have 
happened...now we’re 
getting to a point where 
we won’t tolerate that 
kind of stuff,” said Mak. 
“We’re slowly changing.”
Mak also saw the 
Canadian government try 
to make amends for the 
internment. In 1988, they 
gave a formal apology 
for it and announced that 
the surviving internees 
would be compensated 
financially; in the early 
1970s, the government 
helped build a Japanese 
community center in 
Richmond in commenda-
tion of the events; about 
10 years ago, some 
Japanese Canadians 
affected by the intern-
ment were paid repara-
tions; and in May this 
year, the BC government 
officially announced and 
apologized for the fact 
that Japanese-Canadians 
were discriminated 
against solely for being 
of Japanese descent. 
The apologies and 
compensation didn’t 
come without contro-
versy, though. Mak feels 
that perhaps his parents 
should have been given 
more, as “I think they 
suffered more than I did; 
I was only a kid.” He also 
pointed out that people 
who were born after the 
date the government 
announced the intern-
ship were not given any 
money. David Suzuki’s 
sentiment came to Mak’s 
mind, that it feels harder 
to talk about the event 
after being awarded the 
money, as they almost 
feel pressured to be 
satisfied and silent.
As time moves on, 
our connections with the 
past are slowly becoming 
more distant. Soon they, 
at best, become text on a 
page, making it harder 
to realize how terrible 
attitudes like racism and 
discriminating events like 
the internment camps 
are, and the fact that they 
are a part of history. The 
importance of remember-
ing and commemorating 
these events has never 
been greater, so our 
society can continue 
progressing beyond 
irrational fear, fear that 
punishes and derails the 
lives of innocent people.
Makoto Ikuta
Photo courtesy of Don Yoshida
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Halloween lives on
By App Man, 
Mobile App Aficionado
Welcome, welcome, 
welcome. App Man is 
here, to recommend YOU 
the best apps of the week. 
Each week, App Man will 
have an unexpected theme 
for you to discover and 
enjoy. And don’t forget! If 
you’ve got any cool apps 
to share, email App Man 
at appman@gmail.com. 
Halloween may be over, but that 
doesn’t mean your app 
time is! Check out these 
creepy, blood-curdling 
apps, that fit right in 
the palm of your hand. 
(Or paws, if you’re a 
monster.) 
1. Dead Trigger – Free 
for iOS/Android: 
Zombies, zombies, 
zombies everywhere! 
With console-like 
graphics, shoot your way 
to freedom! Save yourself 
from the infectious 
disgusting, despicable, 
evil zombies so terrifying 
that only a mother could 
love! With easy controls 
and attractive graphics, 
you’ll feel right at home 
with this horror game. 
However, be warned, 
it’s somewhat repetitive 
and shallow, so for 
gamers who are seeking 
something with more 
depth, perhaps this game 
is not for you. Rawr! 
 
2. Restaurant Story: 
Halloween – Free for 
Android: 
Love cooking? Love 
wasting time on your 
phone? Look no further, 
as Restaurant Story 
comes with a spooky 
twist. With a big range 
of decorations for your 
own virtual restaurant, 
you can make your own 
restaurant the scariest (or 
best) around.
3. Scary Maze – iOS 
($0.99)/Free for Android: 
Wait! Before you pull 
out this game and share 
it with your friends, be 
warned: once you trick 
them, you can never trick 
them again. Can you? If 
you love pranking your 
friends, download this 
app. First, don’t let your 
friends know what this 
app is. Just tell them it is 
a maze game. And after, 
once they mess up, bam! 
You’ll understand.
4. Hotel Tonight – Free 
for iOS/Android: 
Traveling somewhere far? 
Need a place to stay that 
is both affordable and 
liveable? Hotel Tonight 
offers the lowest prices 
for your travelling needs. 
It covers only Canadian 
and American cities (sorry 
folks who those who live 
somewhere else), and if 
you register now, you can 
receive a $25 promotion 
for your next stay. App 
Man found this app to be 
very useful, user friendly, 
and convenient!
 
5. Farm Story: 
Halloween – Free for 
Android: 
OMFG ITS FARM 
STORY!! That’s right is 
Farm Stor-Wait what 
the hell are you doing? 
STOP!AS;LDKJF;ALSKJD
HI THIS IS ELISA. I’M 
A BIG FAN OF FARM 
STORY HALLOWEE-
a;lskdjdf Get off my artic
le!POLICE!la;ksjdljkadk
sjfasd
HI SORRY ABOUT 
THAT. FARM STORY 
IS SUPER AWESOME. 
ITS SO FUN BECAUSE 
I LOVE BUILDING 
FARMS. ITS EASY, 
FRIENDLY, AND YOU 
CAN HAVE YOUR 
OWN COWS. YAY!! 
ASL;DKJFL-GET OFF OF 
ME! 
Sorry everyone, 
we had a little security 
problem there. 
Anyway, Farm Story is 
repetitive and shallo-
;LKAJSD;LKJFARM 
STORY IS AWESOME. 
I RATE IT 5/5. FARM 
STORY I LOVE YOU.
Disclaimer: App Man 
is not responsible for failed 
classes, failed relationships, 
gaming addiction, or thumb 
muscle problems. With great 
apps, come great responsibility.
Dead Trigger
Restaurant Story: Halloween
Farm Story: Halloween
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Penny-pinching and 
personal planning
By Sophie Isbister,  
Staff Writer
Remember October? I do, because October 
was the epitome of 
decadence. I had three 
Thanksgiving dinners. 
Turkey, times two, and 
ham. It feels like just last 
week that I ate bowl after 
bowl of fun-sized Mars 
bars (it’s okay if they’re 
fun-sized!) that were 
supposed to be for trick-
or-treaters. I attended 
harvest-themed dinner 
parties, Oktoberfest beer 
bashes, and hockey lock-
out ice cream pity parties. 
And now it’s November, 
the darkest, rainiest 
month here on the wet 
coast, and I’m think-
ing it’s time for a little 
austerity. The October 
hangover has set in, 
leaving my bank account 
a little smaller and my 
waistline a little larger.
When I hear the word 
“austerity,” I think of it 
in economic terms like 
“austerity measures:” 
I think of governments 
tightening their belts, 
depression-era grannies 
rationing eggs and but-
ter, and those poor folks 
in Greece forced to pay 
luxury taxes on their 
pools. I don’t usually 
think of ways the word 
can apply to my personal 
budget and lifestyle. 
But this sad and cold 
November, I’m thinking 
of ways to streamline 
my life like only the 
government knows 
how to. By cutting costs 
and slashing services!
November is the 
best month for it. The 
only thing November 
really has going on is 
Remembrance Day, 
which seems to fit the 
theme of sober-saving 
and life reflection. The 
11th month is also home 
to Buy Nothing Day, the 
long-running interna-
tional campaign to crush 
consumer culture, and a 
perfect event to highlight 
during my month-long 
project. Austerity, 
defined as an extreme 
plainness and simplicity 
of style or appearance, 
is now the name of my 
home economy game. 
When cutting 
personal costs and 
expenses, the easiest 
place to trim fat is in the 
food and drink category. 
The amount of money 
myself and the average 
college student usually 
spends on beverages 
is absurd. The old me 
wouldn’t think twice 
about dropping $3.50 
on a Vitaminwater, but 
not anymore! No more 
coffees out, no more 
coconut water, smooth-
ies, or even a two-dollar 
tea from Waves. No 
more Thai takeout on 
the way home from a 
long night at the library. 
And certainly no more 
impromptu Wednesday 
beer-and-nacho par-
ties at Boston Pizza. 
I pledge to be as 
severe and stern as a 
Dickensian orphanage 
director. I used to make 
excuses to go shopping: 
I needed a new tank top, 
or I needed a shower orga-
nizer. But when I think 
about my needs, are 
cheaply manufactured 
clothing and household 
goods really essential? 
Every time I feel like 
browsing Metrotown in 
a consumer’s frenzy, my 
ancient hunter-gatherer 
instincts propelling me 
to the far reaches of the 
mall in search of the 
exact right floppy hat or 
black flats, I’ll stop myself 
and ask: am I being 
austere? Do I really need 
this item now, or can it 
wait until December? 
During November’s 
30 days I’ll think of ways 
I can spend my time 
without spending my 
money, and I’ll share 
those ways here with 
you, dear reader. Please 
read along as I chronicle 
my latest personal experi-
ment: Austerity Month.
Austerity Month: Prelude
Talk to me
Tips for becoming a 
better conversationalist 
By Joel MacKenzie, 
Staff Writer
Do you recognize the power of everyday 
conversations? They are 
an easily overlooked 
necessity of life, and 
yet even the smallest 
ones can be enough to 
instantly connect people 
or destroy their opinions 
of each other. Especially 
in a modern society that 
reduces the amount of 
time we spend in face-
to-face conversations, 
these skills aren’t used as 
often, and thus perhaps 
less known, but are still 
as necessary as ever to 
connect us. Conversing 
is a complicated subject: 
how to do it changes 
between cultures and 
even situations; it can’t 
be summed up in a few 
short points. But a few 
simple pieces of advice 
can help people’s skills 
immensely by at least 
allowing them to under-
stand the finer elements 
of the structure of con-
versations, and at most, 
help them establish close 
relationships with ease.
The most useful piece 
of conversing advice that 
I’ve ever received is to 
always respond with a 
statement and end with 
a question. This comes 
from the free podcast 
Manager Tools, from 
the episode “How to be 
Effective in Everyday 
Conversations.” The 
statement, which can 
be as simple as “Oh,” 
or as complex as a brief 
summary, acknowledges 
that you have understood 
what the other person 
said; your question 
encourages him or her 
to continue speaking. 
These simply encourage 
you to listen to others, 
but also clearly show 
them that you are doing 
so, which encourages the 
conversation to continue. 
Listening goes hand 
in hand with this skill. 
Listening is simply 
focusing on what other 
people are saying while 
they are saying it. It can’t 
be done while focusing 
on replying, something 
that, while trying to 
consciously listen, I’ve 
noticed myself and others 
do. Listening leads to 
a relaxed environment, 
as the listeners drop 
their egos to respect 
the speakers, and the 
speakers feel more heard, 
and are encouraged to 
speak. 
A skill that closely 
ties into this one, and is 
immensely important, is 
to not interrupt people 
while they are speaking. 
At all. Interrupting 
says nothing more than 
“My words are more 
important than listening 
to you.” It throws off the 
flow of the conversation, 
and breaks the harmony 
between its members. It’s 
(admittedly) tough to do 
if you’re used to cutting 
others off. But it shows 
a great deal of respect to 
those speaking that—in 
my experience—they 
often appreciate and 
reciprocate.
The last tip is more 
of an internal change 
rather than an act: 
depersonalizing the 
right conversations. 
Sometimes conversations 
need not, or should 
not, be very personal. 
Talking about ideas, 
rather than feelings, 
keeps the conversation 
light, and keeps anyone 
from feeling they have 
to share anything 
personal that makes 
them uncomfortable. 
In confrontational 
situations, 
depersonalizing keeps 
the focus on the problem, 
rather than any blame 
or insult that is not truly 
related to it. 
Conversing is a very 
important skill, but not 
always easy. Improving 
it, like all skills, requires 
knowledge and diligence. 
With enough, you can 
make conversations as 
relaxed, comfortable, and 
fulfilling as possible.
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Pedestrians in black
Merchandise malice
Proper etiquette at the 
cash register  
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
Nothing is stealthier than the month of 
November; every year 
it sneaks up and startles 
me. Now that it is here, 
that means Christmas 
and chaos are just around 
the corner. Breathe, keep 
calm; there is still time, 
but to avoid turning into 
a shopping mall monster, 
there are some lessons to 
learn. As a proud sup-
porter of the “Customers 
are not always right” 
theory, I feel educated 
enough to teach it. 
 Inconsiderate people 
come in all shapes and 
sizes. But to members of 
the retail and customer 
service industry, everybody 
seems inconsiderate, and 
that’s something to keep in 
mind when approaching 
the queue. I know you’ve 
spent a long time at the 
mall, that you’re tired and 
frustrated from buying 
gifts, but the cashiers, 
clerks, and everyone else 
working have been there 
even longer. You chose to 
be at the mall—they didn’t. 
They were just victim to 
debts and the unfortunate 
holiday blackout schedules. 
So how should you 
behave when the person 
behind the counter greets 
you with a friendly, yet 
composed smile? Smile 
back, of course. They aren’t 
the dirty squeegee guys 
that approach your car on 
the freeway exit. They are 
not attempting to waste 
your time by getting the 
price check or annoy you by 
asking if you are interested 
in their new promotion. 
They are just doing their 
job. Maybe not to perfec-
tion, but can you admit to 
never counting the hours 
until the end of a shift? So 
be a forgiving costumer, 
but more importantly, be 
a forgettable costumer. 
You can learn a lot 
about someone by the way 
they handle their money. 
Having a good estimation 
of how much you have in 
your shopping cart before 
approaching the till can 
help you manage your 
wallet after the big lineup. 
There is a time and a place 
to pay with your loose 
change; the holiday season 
is not one of them. So if 
you’re paying more than 
five dollars by scattering 
nickels, dimes, and quarters 
onto the counter and expect-
ing the cashier to count it 
all, you are inconsiderate. 
Admit it! And if you are 
buying anything less than 
10 dollars by dropping a 
100 dollar bill, well, don’t 
get angry when they hand 
you back a wad of fives. The 
ability to tell the difference 
between a bank and a store 
is important—recognize 
them before shopping. 
Like bees in a hive or 
ants in their hills, we must 
all work together at a shop-
ping mall. So please, control 
your children, walk at a 
steady pace—preferably on 
the right hand side—, and 
avoid loitering in front of 
entrances. Remembering 
these little tidbits might 
not make your shopping 
experience easier, but it’ll 
make everyone else’s. 
Ninjas in the night
By Anne Marie 
Abraham, Contributor
I was driving home from the store at 10:30 
p.m. The weather was 
typical for a Vancouver 
autumn night: cold, 
rainy, and dark. I’m a 
confident driver and I 
didn’t expect anything to 
happen. There were not 
many cars on the road 
and no pedestrians were 
visible—but then again, 
the streets were not well-
lit. I know that if I were 
a less careful and less 
assertive driver, there is 
a chance that something 
unpleasant would have 
happened that night.
I was not prepared 
for two pedestrians to 
step out from the shad-
ows. They were dressed 
in black, from the toques 
on their heads to the 
shoes on their feet. Not 
one speck of them could 
reflect the light from a 
car’s headlight. Dressed 
as they were, they were 
impossible to see until 
they stepped out into the 
light. If I had seen them 
before they jumped out 
into the street, I would 
have made a more grace-
ful stop, but considering 
their poor choice of ward-
robe, I did not. Despite 
being at a pedestrian 
crosswalk, you would 
think that they would 
have made sure that the 
cars had seen them before 
trying to cross the street.
When I screeched to 
a halt, they yelled at me 
and cursed my blindness 
as if it were my fault 
that they were hidden 
in the shadow. If the 
ninja-clad pedestrians 
were practicing surprise 
attacks on drivers, then I 
would say that they were 
doing a fine job of it. 
Pedestrians seem to 
have this mindset that 
since they can see the car, 
the driver can see them. 
Drivers are going at a 
much faster speed and 
are more likely to missing 
small details—such as 
two pedestrians wearing 
nighttime camouflage. 
I dread to think of 
what could have hap-
pened to the two careless 
pedestrians and myself 
had I been driving even 
a little faster. What 
would the consequences 
of their choices have 
done to them? How 
would I have suffered?
This is not the 
first time I have been 
subjected to the thought-
lessness of pedestrians, 
and I know many driv-
ers share my feelings. 
Pedestrians should take 
into consideration that 
in a battle between man 
and car, the car will 
win without breaking 
a sweat. If pedestrians 
really believe that they 
should be seen, then they 
should wear more reflec-
tive gear, if only to spare 
drivers the quickened 
heartbeat and the dread 
of what could have been. 
Reflective gear can go a 
long way in saving lives. 
Photo courtesy of Jeremy Brooks (Flickr Creative Commons)
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Label me hungry
The relevance of 
California’s Proposition 37 
By Steven Mulleady, 
Contributor
On November 6 is an important vote 
that, if passed, would 
require Californian 
businesses to label food 
made from certain geneti-
cally modified plants 
or animals and also 
creates prohibitions on 
marketing such food as 
‘natural.’ Also included 
will be a regulatory 
body to implement the 
labeling and marketing 
restrictions, presumably 
costing the state from a 
few hundred thousand 
dollars to an estimated 
one million dollars. Such 
products were approved 
by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
and other regulatory 
bodies with the sale and 
distribution of geneti-
cally modified organism 
(GMO) ingredients start-
ing in the mid-‘90s. There 
wasn’t any scientific test-
ing on the health implica-
tions, with the FDA citing 
that if a GMO ingredient 
has no nutritional differ-
ence to a conventional 
ingredient, then no label-
ing is required. However, 
this leaves the judgment 
of what constitutes a dif-
ference in these ingredi-
ents to agribusiness itself, 
an industry that has a 
history of poor quality 
standards for its employ-
ees and products in 
regards to self-regulation.
A few critics opposed 
to the proposition begin 
their stance by claiming 
that the labeling scheme 
is “deceptive” and that 
it’s just another intrusion 
of “Big Government” 
over the “free market.” 
It’s laughable that pro-
ponents of agribusiness 
would claim that such a 
regulatory scheme would 
impede on the free mar-
ket when big businesses 
wouldn’t last without the 
state providing subsidies 
to such conglomerates, 
while also supporting 
a patent industry that 
destroys true innovation 
and the independence 
of farmers alike. 
Also argued by these 
critics is that this legisla-
tion would force food 
prices to go up hundreds 
of dollars per year, when 
in reality this has not 
come true. For example, 
in Europe, the cost of 
food attributed to such 
labeling has increased 
less than two-tenths 
of one per cent. Then 
Commissioner of the 
Health and Consumer 
Protection for the 
European Parliament 
David Byrne said of 
the issue: “When the 
current labeling regime 
... was introduced in 
1997, it did not result in 
increased costs, despite 
the horrifying (double-
digit) prediction of some 
interests.” Recently in 
the US, a study done by 
the Emory University 
School of Law showed 
that “Consumers will 
likely see no increases in 
prices as a result of the 
relabeling required.”
It’s unsurprising that 
the biggest contributors 
to the “No” side of the 
campaign include such 
delights like Coca-Cola—
one of the biggest users 
of genetically modified 
corn syrup for its popular 
drink—and Monsanto—
the once chemical 
company, now a model 
‘agricultural’ company 
that controls the major-
ity of the seed market 
worldwide. One of the 
main engineering feats 
of Monsanto’s seeds is 
that they resist the effects 
of their most popular 
herbicide Roundup (no, 
not Agent Orange). 
However, Monsanto’s 
claim of Roundup being 
“tough on plants, but 
no more toxic to people 
and animals than table 
salt” was found to be 
false and the company 
itself was found guilty 
of false and misleading 
advertising for the above 
bogus claims not once, 
but multiple times. 
For the sake of 
healthy communities 
and true free market 
principles, the power of 
these agricultural giants 
needs to be substan-
tially reduced through 
individuals making 
decisions on what food 
products they buy. This 
ultimately comes back 
to supporting a labeling 
law like what Prop 37 
advocates. More than 
50 countries around the 
world, including China, 
have implemented some 
sort of labeling on GMO 
ingredients. Do we really 
want to hold ourselves 
to China’s standards? 
All joking aside, I 
think the passage of 
this bill is imperative 
to California because 
consumers will be able 
to judge whether such 
foods are right for them 
or their families in a way 
that could economically 
affect the way interna-
tional agribusiness and 
biochemical companies 
create and market 
such products, making 
alternative sources of 
food—such as local 
farmers markets—more 
appealing. Since 
California is such a huge 
market, both nationally 
within the US and inter-
nationally, the passage 
of this legislation could 
provide an interesting 
development of a more 
broad movement against 
GMOs in general; one I 
look forward to joining. 
Photo courtesy of www.aljazeera.com
18
Opinions Have an opinion? Contact us at opinions@theotherpress.ca
It’s still good, it’s 
still good!
By Angela Espinoza,  
Arts Editor
A couple weeks back, I wrote a piece leading 
up to the latest season 
of The Simpsons. While 
the piece discussed a 
number of things, my 
main point was that the 
show desperately needed 
to be cancelled. No North 
American series should 
ever get to the point of 
“season 24.” “Season 10” 
is an achievement many 
excellent shows should 
consider a milestone, 
have, and not too long 
after either call it quits or 
continue on for only so 
much longer. “Season 24” 
on the other hand should 
be the name of a horror 
movie, because by that 
point the subject can only 
be a grotesque monster.
Now, all of that said, 
I stand by it that The 
Simpsons is one of the 
greatest television shows 
ever made. Everything 
from creative referencing 
to inventing colloquial-
isms was achieved by 
this series in almost no 
time at all. Whether 
it’s Homer’s infamous 
“D’oh” or the under-
rated “meh” by Bart, 
when a show can make 
changes to a society’s 
language—before the use 
of the Internet—that’s 
pretty damn impressive.
While the last 12 
or so seasons haven’t 
been the best (or even 
good in many cases), 
there still occasionally 
manages to be the few 
couple episodes that 
stick out as being a 
pleasant watch. More 
importantly though, the 
damage the last dozen 
seasons have done can-
not undo all the awesome 
that came before it.
Homer, Marge, Bart, 
Lisa, even Maggie to 
an extent—everyone 
recognizes those names, 
you don’t even have to 
add Simpson. But save 
for Lisa, those are pretty 
uncommon names to 
begin with; well how 
about The Sea Captain, 
Bumblebee Man, Doctor 
Nick, and so many oth-
ers? All those names 
stick out because every 
one of these characters 
is in some way just end-
less amounts of fun.
Part of what makes 
the characters work 
is that, call it brilliant 
writing, the chemistry 
between everyone in 
the Simpsons family 
and their close friends 
is incredible to sit 
back, watch, and then 
think about. They’re a 
dysfunctional family, 
but when the time calls 
for it, they’re also noble 
and understanding. For 
example, there’s an epi-
sode in one of the afore-
mentioned bad bunch 
of seasons called “Goo 
Goo Gai Pan,” in which 
Homer goes out of his 
way to pose as the hus-
band of Selma Bouvier, 
one of Marge’s sisters 
that Homer loathes, 
all so she can adopt a 
baby from China. Just 
that concept takes the 
already well-established 
chemistry between 
Homer and Marge’s 
sisters and manages to 
make it endearing… 
even if it is in the midst 
of jumping the shark.
Then of course there 
are the many, many 
outstanding jokes, none 
of which I’ll ever be 
able to pick out as an 
ultimate favourite. It’s 
these jokes that created 
the colloquialisms, that 
taught writers how to 
reference, and that years 
later, people like me still 
use on a daily basis, to 
prove no other point than 
that they’re still funny.
Much of the humour 
is the basis for how the 
show became popular in 
the first place. But while 
its popularity was ulti-
mately the show’s undo-
ing, there will always be 
the vast amounts of peo-
ple that understood what 
the show was trying to 
achieve, and weren’t 
just laughing because—
unlike the modern 
writers and audience 
seem to think—‘Homer 
say something funny.’
I’ll admit the same 
reason I can watch 
episodes over and over 
again is due in part to the 
same nostalgia I share 
with some very piss-poor 
video games from my 
childhood and bands 
from my teen years. But 
even if one took away 
the fact that The Simpsons 
was something most 
of us grew up with, it 
would still manage to 
creep back into our lives. 
The Simpsons may no lon-
ger be the best, but like a 
moist pig flying through 
the air, it’s still great.
It’s these jokes that created the colloquialisms, that 
taught writers how to reference, and that years 
later, people like me still use on a daily basis, to 
prove no other point than that they’re still funny.
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Everybody loves ‘The 
Simpsons’—except me
By Idrian Burgos, 
Contributor
By and large, everyone on this planet seems 
to love The Simpsons. 
Everyone susceptible to 
the death ray of those 
two one-eyed, salivating, 
green aliens loves the 
hilarious foolishness of 
Homer, the mischievous 
rascality of Bart, the 
good-natured normalness 
of Marge, the rational 
sense of Lisa, the ador-
able and mystifying 
innocence of Maggie, and 
the overall funniness and 
calamity of the citizens 
of Springfield. Stretching 
from the beaches of Rio 
to the modern and his-
toric avenues of Berlin, 
The Simpsons has become 
a global phenomenon. 
Anyone who has lived 
outside of a cave appears 
to like the painful 
comedy and meaningful 
satire of the show. Proven 
by its longevity—record-
holder for longest-
running animated 
comedy show—and 
continued popularity, The 
Simpsons has managed 
to capture the backing 
and devotion of every-
body the world over.
It seems to have 
missed me.
For the most part, I 
dislike The Simpsons. My 
reasons for disliking it 
are perhaps your reasons 
for liking it. The “D’oh-
ness” and pratfalls of the 
bald-headed Simpson, 
amusing to many, is 
nothing but unfunny 
stupidity to me. Not 
stupidity of the hilarious 
type, but the type of 
stupidity where ending 
the life of the one suffer-
ing from it is an act of 
compassion. In fact, some 
in the IMDB forums have 
complained of “Homer 
Stupidson.” If only I 
could add even a dose 
of intelligence or sanity 
in him, I say to myself. 
The spike-headed 
kid arguably ranks equal 
with his unfortunately 
lobotomized father in the 
list of all-time hate-wor-
thy Simpsons characters. 
To be played around by 
the school bully when not 
doing anything wrong, 
yet manage to get away 
with a mischievous act 
to Lisa is unfair and 
unjust. Penalties are 
given for wrong acts and 
not for simply being in 
the wrong place at the 
wrong time. One would 
love to stuff tennis balls 
in his mouth—with an 
additional dynamite stick 
for good measure—after 
he’s finished chuckling 
after an impish act.
Other character criti-
cisms are not so much 
about the characters 
specifically, but with their 
overall depiction. Almost 
everybody suffers from 
some form of idiocy or 
defect, with occasional 
bouts of intelligence or 
wisdom when the script 
or director demands 
it. No one is perfect 
in The Simpsons (the 
daughter Simpson may 
be a relative exception), 
which—while it might be 
realistic—only makes one 
hope for a dose of sense 
in the show, as the degree 
of infallibility for the 
characters ranges to the 
unrealistically infallible.
The combination of 
stupidity and sense in 
The Simpsons is more 
painful than thoughtful. 
When the stupidity of 
one character is used 
to deliver something 
meaningful—say Homer 
delivers a thoughtful line 
in his own funny way—
or when a character’s 
foolishness is suspended 
for a moment of insight 
(I remember you, Ralph), 
the end product usually 
produces a preference to 
have the lines delivered 
without humour alto-
gether; or if you are less 
caring, to have that piece 
of truth register as plain 
garbage. The fault in this 
case may be assigned not 
to the characters, but to 
the writers of the lines; 
their brand of humour 
and choice of words 
causes an irritation so 
dreadful, the only anti-
dote to it is to shut down 
the whole enterprise.
It may be that the 
combination of the show’s 
humour, cartoon colour, 
style, and voice character-
ization is the one to blame 
for such a harsh response. 
Everyone else on Earth may 
like them, but I sure don’t.
All shook up
Should the news about 
earthquakes alarm 
the population?
By Glauce Fleury, 
Contributor
It would’ve been just another Sunday morn-
ing if I hadn’t woken 
up with unbelievable 
news: a 7.7-magnitude 
earthquake had shaken 
Vancouver Island the 
previous night and had 
even been felt in Metro 
Vancouver. “Are you 
serious?” I asked my 
host family. “Yes, watch 
the news.” I’m not sure I 
can describe my feelings, 
but I perfectly remember 
my question: “Should 
I go back to Brazil?”
The news was scary. 
The TV channels referred 
to the tremor as one of 
the largest ever to hit 
Canada, and tsunami 
warnings were issued. 
Its epicentre was Haida 
Gwaii, an archipelago 
located 100 kilometers 
off the northern coast 
of BC. If the situation 
was so serious, why did 
I have one of my best 
nights of sleep since I 
arrived in Canada? On 
Twitter, people asked, 
“Did an earthquake 
really shock Vancouver?”
We know how 
destructive nature can be, 
but why was the news so 
scary if nothing serious 
happened? Why alarm 
the population when 
you can just report the 
facts the way they are? 
That explains why one 
day after the earthquake, 
Vancouverites emptied 
stores selling first aid kits, 
radios, and survival gear.
It seems awkward 
that 11 days before the 
earthquake Douglas 
College sent an email 
mentioning its participa-
tion in the Great British 
Columbia ShakeOut 
Earthquake Drill and 
the internationally 
recognized “Drop, 
Cover, and Hold on” 
protocol. Moreover, 
seven days before, an 
urban disaster simulation 
took place in Vancouver, 
conducted by members 
of Canada’s Task Force 
and Disaster Response 
team. Do you believe in 
coincidences? I don’t.
Aside from Canada, 
I have my eyes on the 
States. A friend of mine, 
a Brazilian who lives in 
New York, mentioned 
on Facebook, “I’m about 
to experience my first 
hurricane. Not very 
excited about it.” Yes, he 
was referring to Sandy, 
but the area where he 
lives luckily didn’t face 
serious problems.
I have always paid 
attention to Japan too. 
One of my best friends 
lives there, and know-
ing she often deals with 
earthquakes gets on my 
nerves. Since I met her, I 
have been the one who 
sends her messages after 
every natural disaster to 
know if she’s fine. Thank 
God she was with me in 
the States last year when 
the tsunami hit Japan. 
As for her, she never 
had to ask me this sort 
of question. So far. Last 
week, she asked me if 
everything was okay. 
Yes, the world turns…
I prefer to think I 
didn’t feel the earthquake 
of October 27 because 
its epicentre is 720 
kilometers away from 
Vancouver. However, as 
people talk about a big 
earthquake that could 
happen tomorrow or in 
50 years, I am not calm 
at all. I came from a 
country where natural 
disasters like tornadoes, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, 
and tsunamis are not 
an issue. I have no clue 
about how to prepare 
myself—how to emotion-
ally prepare myself.
Somebody could say, 
“Oh, I’m not prepared 
either.” Well, I suspect 
that when you live in a 
country where natural 
disasters happen every 
now and then, you sort of 
get used to them. BC has 
had six of the 10 biggest 
earthquakes that shook 
Canada. These numbers 
should give us some 
sense of self-protection 
in case something hap-
pens. Having said that, 
I ask, “If Canadians are 
not prepared for it, how 
can Brazilians be?”
To read some 
information about earth-
quake procedures, visit 
http://www.douglas.
bc.ca/safety-security/
emergency-procedures/
earthquakes.html.
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By David Hollinshead, 
Contributor
The Canadian Football League playoffs have 
begun, and the entire West 
Division is invited. Due to 
the league’s crossover rule, 
if the fourth -placed team 
in one division has a better 
record than the third-place 
team in the other, the team 
will join the other division. 
Such is the case with the 
Edmonton Eskimos, whose 
record of 7–10 in week 
17 clinched their playoff 
spot after the Hamilton 
Tiger-Cats dropped a close 
game against the Toronto 
Argonauts 43–40, leaving 
them with a 6–12 record. 
Edmonton struggled 
all season at the quarter-
back position. After trad-
ing all-time leading passer 
Ricky Ray to Toronto 
for Steven Jyles, General 
Manager Eric Tillman 
raised a lot of eyebrows, 
considering it left the 
team without a legitimate 
starting quarterback. The 
position had Jyles rotating 
with 39-year-old veteran 
Kerry Joseph—with both 
of their performances 
being inconsistent. The 
interesting thing is what 
happened in their week 
17 loss to the Montreal 
Alouettes where Jyles 
didn’t play due to injury, 
and Joseph left the game 
with a hand laceration in 
the fourth quarter, opening 
the doors for third string 
Matt Nichols. Down by 
16 points, Nichols threw 
for 230 yards and three 
touchdowns, including 
one at the last second to 
bring the Eskimos within 
two, looking to tie the 
game. Nichols overthrew 
Cary Koch and the game 
ended with a loss, but 
brought excitement to an 
Edmonton offense that 
has lacked explosiveness 
all year. This brings in 
yet another quarterback 
controversy. Who do 
you start in your playoff 
game against Toronto? 
Head coach Kavis 
Reed has said that Joseph 
is still their man, but if 
the game comes down 
to a shootout, there is 
no way that Joseph will 
be able to keep up and 
Edmonton will surely lose
Despite having a .500 
record at 9-9, Toronto has 
allowed 46 more points 
than it has scored. That 
screams inconsistency 
on both sides of the ball. 
Ricky Ray was thrust into 
a change of scenery and 
had to pick things up 
quickly in a new Toronto 
system, and first time head 
coach Scott Milanovich 
might still be figuring out 
the kinks. This offense 
also cut running back 
Cory Boyd mid-way 
through the season, 
despite his league leading 
rushing yards because 
he wasn’t an effective 
enough receiver as now 
starter Chad Kackert. 
Toronto has all the cards 
in their favor to win this 
game if they can solve a 
stingy Eskimo defense. 
In the West, the 
Calgary Stampeders 
will be taking on 
the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders. Being a 
contender for first in the 
West doesn’t usually have 
a quarterback controversy 
underneath it, but such is 
the case in Calgary, who 
could start either Drew 
Tate or Kevin Glenn and 
have success. Having 
the best offense in the 
west will help against the 
Roughriders, who have the 
second-best defense in the 
league. Calgary’s defense 
is no pushover either at 
third in the league. The 
key for Calgary will be 
not allowing the big play. 
Saskatchewan’s whole 
plan of attack revolves 
around running Kory 
Sheets into the ground 
and throwing screens 
to 10-yard passes. It’s a 
gimmick that is effective 
and hard to stop, but if 
you can get in quarterback 
Darian Durant’s head, you 
can dictate what he does. 
Calgary will also 
have to own the time of 
possession clock. With Jon 
Cornish coming off one 
of the greatest seasons for 
a Canadian, running him 
effectively to keep your 
defense off the field will 
be substantial for your 
defense to keep fresh. 
Saskatchewan’s defense 
will have its hands full. 
Playing too aggressive 
on Cornish will open up 
downfield for guys like 
Romby Bryant and Nik 
Lewis, but playing man 
coverage will open holes 
on the line. Saskatchewan 
will need to try and 
confuse Glenn by throw-
ing zone blitzes at him 
and giving him different 
looks. Disciplined play 
on the defense, and a 
methodical offense give 
the Roughriders the 
best chance to win, but 
too many mistakes and 
the Stampeders could 
blow right by them. 
 
Football Fever: CFL round one playoff preview
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
This week the men’s soccer National 
Championships are taking 
place on Cunnings Field 
in Town Centre Park, 
Coquitlam—hosted by 
your very own Douglas 
College Royals. The Royals 
are coming into the cham-
pionships after capturing 
the PACWEST Provincial 
Championships Gold 
two weeks ago against 
the VIU Mariners—
which will serve as a 
big confidence booster 
heading into Wednesday 
afternoon’s action
“It's big from a seed-
ing point of view for 
Nationals. We wanted 
to come in as the third 
seed rather than the 
seventh. We also wanted 
to show we deserved to 
be in the CCAA Nationals 
and not just be there 
on merit of hosting the 
tournament,” says team 
captain Dylan Myers. 
“Hosting is huge, 
based on the fact that 
we’re in control of a lot 
of what we do. Sleep in 
our own beds, eat our 
own food, and play at our 
home field. Also, we’re 
looking at having our 
biggest fan base in college 
history, so obviously that 
will fuel us for the game.
“To be honest, we’re 
trying to keep things 
as regular as possible. 
Although it's a big tourna-
ment, we’re treating it 
like any other game.”
The Royals will 
face their first test of the 
tournament on Wednesday 
afternoon against the 
NAIT Ooks at 3 p.m. 
on Cunnings Field. 
The men’s volleyball 
squad beat the VIU 
Mariners in back-to-back 
games this past weekend, 
3–0 on Friday, and 3–2 on 
Saturday. The Royals are 
absolutely dominating 
the standings with an 
unbeaten record of 8–0 
and 16 points—double 
the points of the second 
placed Capilano Blues. 
They play this Friday at 
8 p.m. and Saturday at 3 
p.m. in Victoria against 
the Camosun Chargers.
The women’s volley-
ball team lost in their back-
to-back games against the 
Mariners at 3–0 apiece, this 
past weekend. They are 
sixth in the standings with 
a 2–6 record and 4 points. 
They face the Chargers 
on Friday at 6 p.m. and 
on Saturday at 1 p.m. 
The men’s basketball 
team started their season 
off with a revamped team 
that has some big holes 
to fill as they recently 
lost their two leading 
scorers from last year; 
Ravi Athwal and Harmeet 
Mahal who both offered 
a combined 38-point 
average. The new team 
features only three return-
ing athletes and eight local 
high school players. The 
Royals will have a lot of 
work to do this season as 
they lost their first game of 
the year, this past Friday, 
93–61 against the Langara 
Falcons. This Friday they 
will face off against the 
VIU Mariners in New 
Westminster campus at 
8 p.m. The Royals will 
also face the Camosun 
Chargers on Saturday 
at 3 p.m. at Douglas.
The women’s bas-
ketball team is coming 
into their second year 
under Head Coach Curtis 
Nelson, and will look to 
improve after a year of fin-
ishing in eighth place and 
not qualifying for the play-
offs. The young team will 
look to veterans Ainsleigh 
Mensah, Patti Olsen, and 
Amonda Francis for lead-
ership and guidance. The 
Royals lost their first game 
of the season 60–46 against 
the Langara Falcons last 
Friday. They host the 
Mariners this Friday at 
6 p.m. and the Chargers 
on Saturday at 1 p.m. 
Royals Roundup
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Galaxy get off scot-free
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
The Vancouver Whitecaps finished 
their season last week 
with a 2–1 loss in the 
first round of the play-
offs to the LA Galaxy. 
Thank god, because I’d 
honestly be sick if such 
a squad managed to get 
anywhere. They didn’t 
deserve to advance, 
and they didn’t really 
deserve to be in the 
playoffs. Everybody 
can brag about how the 
real victory was just 
making the playoffs, but 
after watching this team 
limp through the final 
third of the season, I 
don’t think there’s much 
reason to celebrate.
The Whitecaps 
were never really in the 
LA game. They were 
outclassed. In every way. 
Even the early goal from 
Darren Mattocks was 
against the flow of play. 
And, if anyone noticed, 
the goal did nothing 
to change the way the 
game was taking shape. 
LA had all the posses-
sion before the goal, 
and after it was scored, 
they just kept on. No 
surge from Vancouver. 
No burst of energy. No 
momentum change. If 
you started watching 
after the fourth minute, 
you would have thought 
that LA was already up 
in the game, or, at the 
very least, it was still 
a tie. The defense was 
off like bad cheese for 
Vancouver. No pressure 
whatsoever. Galaxy play-
ers came and went with 
the ball as they pleased.
The penalty that 
Landon Donovan drew 
was a legit call. People 
can whine all they want 
about how he dove, but 
Martín Bonjour impeded 
Donovan’s progress with-
out being in possession 
of the ball. Did Donovan 
embellish the call? Of 
course. Every player 
does. But he was held 
up, and it was a penalty. 
Regardless of that call, 
the result of the game 
was never in any doubt.
But let’s face it: the 
Whitecaps’ season was 
over months ago. The 
saying goes that, “it’s 
not how you start, it’s 
how you finish.” And 
the squad finished hor-
ribly. The first 24 regular 
season games yielded 
37 points. The final 10 
games? A grand total of 
six points. We’ll come 
back to this shortly.
Martin Rennie made 
two marquee signings 
this year: Barry Robson 
and Kenny Miller. 
Robson was supposed 
to be the engine in the 
midfield that would help 
bring this team together, 
and Miller was signed 
with the intention of 
providing a consistent 
striking threat up front. 
It’s safe to say that, after 
taking in Thursday’s 
game, neither panned out 
as hoped. Robson’s effort 
was constantly lacking 
for most of the season 
and didn’t change in the 
playoff match. Miller was 
similarly ineffective dur-
ing the season and stayed 
consistent with that in his 
substitute appearance. 
And this comes 
back to the stats listed 
earlier. Guess when both 
Robson and Miller found 
themselves established 
in the lineup? The final 
10 games. Coincidental? 
I think not. There have 
been rumours swirling 
about the club that egos 
were destroying the 
team, and this matches 
up nicely. The Scotsmen 
were fresh off of seasons 
in glorious (and infinitely 
better) English football. 
Robson didn’t seem to 
be horribly disruptive by 
himself, but once Miller 
arrived, the two appear 
to have paraded around 
with the attitude that 
they were better than 
everyone else. It showed 
on the pitch. The chem-
istry that had existed 
previously disappeared—
and along with the chem-
istry went the results. 
Rennie played favou-
rites, consistently finding 
a way to insert his coun-
trymen into the lineup 
despite their poor form, 
and the club suffered for 
it. The “benching” every-
one keeps talking about 
in the final regular season 
game wasn’t benching. 
He was resting his “star” 
players. If the Whitecaps 
want to put together any 
sort of season next year, 
changes will need to be 
made. And if you want 
an example of what could 
happen to the Caps, look 
no further than the prime 
example of how not to 
do it: Toronto. Julian de 
Guzman (the Canadian 
Quitter) and Dwayne 
De Rosario sure didn’t 
help TFC’s struggles. 
Rennie has to wake up 
and stop coddling his 
underperforming Scots. 
If he doesn’t, don’t be 
surprised if Vancouver is 
a cellar dweller in 2013.
 
By Elliot Chan, 
Contributor
A lot was planned for the 2012-2013 NHL 
season and patient hockey 
fans might not see any of 
it. The damage is done and 
as soon as the millionaires 
finish bickering over 
dollars, we can get the 
game back on the ice and 
answer the questions we’ve 
been asking since early 
summer. 
 Canucks fanatics 
entertain each other with 
goaltending discussions. 
Well, I guess they can still 
blame Roberto Luongo for 
the storm clouds, but the 
main query is how much 
longer they’ll have their 
favorite scapegoat for. 
Trade speculations have 
been boiling ever since 
backup Cory Schneider 
took over in net late in last 
season’s first-round playoff 
series. Rumors circulated 
about Luongo returning 
back to Florida or heading 
to Toronto, but here in 
Vancouver he remains 
blocking out the sun with 
no net to defend. 
Yes, change is bound 
to happen, but one change 
Vancouver doesn’t want 
is their position on top of 
the NHL standings. For the 
second consecutive year, 
the Canucks have won the 
Presidents’ Trophy. It’s 
not the Stanley Cup, but 
it’s still something to be 
proud of. But they have 
been playing in a docile 
Division, the Northwest. 
While Calgary and 
Colorado fight just to make 
the playoffs, Edmonton 
and Minnesota linger at the 
bottom of the standings, 
collecting high draft picks. 
Vancouver has dominated 
in the past, but their time 
on the throne is ticking and 
experts believe this might 
be the last year the Canucks 
have before players in rival 
teams fully develop. 
Elsewhere, the 
lockout halted many more 
entertaining scenarios. 
Blockbuster trades during 
the off-season created 
spectacles early on, but for 
now we can only imagine 
how game breakers fit 
into new teams. New 
York Rangers superstar 
Rick Nash is expected to 
be the last missing piece 
in the Rangers’ playoff 
success. In Carolina, the 
Hurricane’s captain Eric 
Staal welcomed his brother 
Jordan to play alongside 
him. What impact will their 
sibling connection have on 
the team’s chemistry? 
There are new players 
and then there are old 
players. Detroit Red Wings 
fans are wondering how 
big Nicklas Lidström’s 
retirement will play in the 
grand scheme of things. 
While New Jersey Devils’ 
organization hopes that the 
last playoff run was not 
Martin Brodeur’s final gasp 
for glory. 
The lockout is also 
holding back the return of 
many great players that 
have suffered injuries. 
Sidney Crosby, the 
captain of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, has been ready 
for competition for months 
now. As for a player like 
Chris Pronger, future hall 
of famer and captain of 
Philadelphia Flyers, the 
question on returning 
still hangs in the air. 
After suffering from post-
concussion symptoms at 
the ripe age of 38, is there 
anything left for him to 
return to? 
If there are uncertain 
expectations for some, then 
there are high expectations 
for others. Players like 
Shea Webber, Alexander 
Ovechkin, Ilya Bryzgalov, 
and Erik Karlsson are 
expected to meet and 
exceed expectations after 
receiving new contracts 
or suffering from a subpar 
year. 
The loss of a hockey 
season does not simply 
mean the absence of  
numbers on a scoresheet. 
Storylines leave a 
permanent mark and that 
is what makes watching 
sports the ultimate reality 
television show.  
Whitecaps recap
Idle ice: The storylines we’ll miss because of the NHL lockout
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The spotlight 
shines on kickers
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
Every player has a role on their team, 
and only when all those 
players come together 
can they ultimately make 
a team. Each role serves 
a different purpose to 
achieve the common 
goal, and saying that 
certain positions are more 
important than others is 
egotistical. Everyone has 
to come together in order 
to be successful. Whether 
you’re the quarterback, 
wide receiver, blocker, 
or kicker, it all adds up 
to one thing: the team. 
Kickers arguably 
don’t do a whole lot on 
the field. They come out 
to kick the ball when 
necessary and then go 
back to the sidelines to 
rest for the next time they 
kick. They don’t work 
nearly as hard as the 
other football players on 
the team: they don’t have 
to run, hit, tackle, block, 
or throw. All they have 
to do is kick the football 
when the time comes. 
So does this mean that 
they aren’t legitimate 
football players? 
Let’s take a closer 
look at BC Lions kicker 
Paul McCallum. He’s 
damn good at what 
he does and in the 
2004 playoffs when 
McCallum played 
for the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders, he missed 
an 18 yard field goal 
against the Lions. A total 
fluke. One off kick and 
it cost his team the game 
and the playoffs. The 
whole year was riding 
on this one game, this 
one kick, and McCallum 
blew it. After the game, 
fans egged his house 
and even went as far 
as reportedly sending 
death threats to his fam-
ily. Now, this may be 
an extreme case of how 
much pressure rides on 
the kicker, but it is argu-
ably the most intense and 
pressure-filled position 
in football. Everything 
is on them, unlike the 
quarterback, where it’s a 
two-way effort between 
the throw and the catch 
of both players. The kick 
is all up to one man. 
The mental strength 
that comes with a kicker 
is essential to their suc-
cess. That biff in 2004 
could have easily ruined 
McCallum’s career—an 
18-yard field goal and he 
missed it. But it didn’t 
end his career. Now as 
a BC Lion, McCallum, 
at 40-years-old, has 
made the game-deciding 
play countless times.
Kickers are just as 
important as any other 
player on the team. The 
fact that they have to 
come out into the spot-
light when called upon 
highlights the pressure 
entirely on them in the 
moment. They may not 
be as strong as the other 
players on the field, 
but why should they 
be? There’s no need. 
They’re out there to kick 
the ball, and that alone 
requires an obscene 
amount of mental 
strength and confidence. 
Kickers aren’t really 
football players
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
A kicker isn’t an ath-lete. It’s that simple.
I respect what kickers 
do: they come out for 
a handful of plays a 
game and are expected 
to deliver every single 
time. Opposing coaches 
will attempt to ice kick-
ers in key situations, 
making it just that much 
harder to stay calm and 
focused. If he’s lucky, 
a kicker will get some 
recognition when he 
makes the big kick, but 
when he screws up, he’s 
usually the scapegoat for 
the loss. On the flipside, 
kickers are handsomely 
rewarded for their efforts 
(at least in the NFL), 
often making upwards of 
a million dollars a season 
if they’ve shown any 
consistency whatsoever. 
They also comprise the 
select group of play-
ers who will leave the 
game in perfect health, 
free from concussions, 
shoddy knees, or other 
life-altering injuries.
That said, on 
with the slag-fest.
Football players 
are beasts out on the 
field: fast, strong, and 
built. Kickers are pretty 
much the opposite. My 
favourite examples are 
those close to home: Paul 
McCallum and ex-BC 
Lion, Duncan O’Mahony. 
The only place these guys 
can take their “guns” 
is the small-arms show. 
These guys can barely 
run. I’ve seen o-linemen 
put in a faster 40 than 
these miserable excuses 
for football players. 
They just don’t look like 
athletes. The shape is all 
wrong. Even after hiding 
them behind a helmet 
and a set of pads, it’s 
still painfully obvious 
which player on the 
field does nothing but 
kick the football. You 
can tell me all you want 
that these guys used to 
be solid soccer players, 
but I wouldn’t believe 
it unless you said they 
were in division five. In 
Antarctica. In a co-ed 
handicapped league. 
And played as keepers.
Football is a physical 
game. Players hit and 
get hit. Kickers, on the 
other hand, shy away 
from contact. Watching 
a kicker get faced with 
making a tackle is like 
seeing a Jacksonville 
Jaguar with a Superbowl 
ring: absolutely hilarious. 
No contact, no balls. No 
balls, no football player.
  My last point is that 
pretty much anything 
kickers do to stand out 
is embarrassing. Unless 
it’s a last-second field 
goal, celebrations are 
generally amusing. Bill 
Gramática, anyone? I 
still don’t know how 
you tear an ligament by 
jumping up and down.
Kickers can’t run, 
don’t have athletic 
body types, can’t tackle, 
can’t take a tackle, and 
can’t even celebrate. 
They’re not athletes 
and are football play-
ers in name alone.
: Are kickers real athletes?
They may not be as strong as the other players on the 
field, but why should they be? There’s no need. 
Watching a kicker get faced with making a tackle is like 
seeing a Jacksonville Jaguar with a Superbowl ring: abso-
lutely hilarious. 
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By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
The Internet is a revolutionary device that has created true freedom of speech, and, 
of course, YouTube comedy classics.
Who would have thought that fishing could be funny? This compilation 
is awkward, strange, and somehow a gut-busting, hilarious guilty 
pleasure of mine. Unfortunately, it has been removed from YouTube due to 
copyright issues. But luckily for you, it has been reposted to wimp.com. So 
enjoy it before they take it down again.
http://www.wimp.com/classicbloopers/
‘Strangely enough, 
both parties seemed 
to have got the 
point of everything’ 
says Alan Moore
By Angela Espinoza, 
Commonwealth 
Correspondent
Members of the online activist 
organization known 
as Anonymous held a 
gathering for their lat-
est cause in London on 
Monday, November 5. 
In conjunction with their 
more global attempt to 
shut down Facebook on 
the same day, a small 
protest group with 
reported numbers of up 
to five people rallied the 
sidewalk outside the 
Houses of Parliament.
Brandishing their 
traditional Guy Fawkes 
masks and signs with 
images of the popular 
Pokémon Slowpoke 
demanding “N-Olympics 
4 us” and “Get the games 
out,” it was evident the 
group was just wasting 
everybody’s time.
To quote one 
bystander, they 
were “Trolling.”
After protesting for 
roughly three hours, at 
2:15 p.m. a somewhat 
larger group of report-
edly eight people showed 
up, also wearing Guy 
Fawkes masks, as well 
as black garb including 
capes and pilgrim hats.
After a few moments 
of nervous chatter, a 
member from the larger 
group apparently asked 
if Anonymous wouldn’t 
mind stepping aside.
According to one 
bystander, the larger 
group was likely looking 
for a good spot to save 
before the festivities of 
Guy Fawkes Night, also 
known as Bonfire Night.
It was not long before 
the smaller group retali-
ated, with four members 
attacking the larger 
group with their picket 
signs. The fifth member, 
a female, ran off and 
hid behind one of the 
building’s corners. Her 
reaction, as well as her 
four partners’ reactions, 
was likely caused by the 
fact that they weren’t 
sure what they were 
doing there to begin with.
After police arrived 
on the scene, all 
five members of the 
Anonymous group were 
taken into custody.
When asked why 
they acted out so vio-
lently, one member stated 
he thought the larger 
group was a threat.
When asked how, the 
same member responded 
with what I will attempt 
to type as, “Lawl,” fol-
lowed by, “I don’t know.”
The Other Press spoke 
with one of the members 
of the larger group 
by phone, who ironi-
cally wished to remain 
anonymous. He stated, 
“I could tell right away 
that [Anonymous] were 
from out of the country.” 
He backed up his claim 
by stating the group did 
not seem to understand 
what exactly November 5 
meant on a grander scale.
When I asked what 
it meant to him, he took 
several seconds to think 
it over before declar-
ing, “The fireworks 
are pretty great.”
As a fan of the 
Alan Moore series V for 
Vendetta, it’s become 
clear to this reporter 
that no one really 
understands what Guy 
Fawkes Day is about.
Anonymous have run-in with ‘V for Vendetta’ cosplayers
Capricorn (12/22-1/19)
Well, it’s November. Time to get 
started on the annual house cleaning. 
Be warned: the dust bunnies living 
behind your shelf have become 
sentient. They hunger for socks. 
Aquarius (1/20-2/18)
You seem to be on the edge of a cliff 
today with your arms embracing the 
sun. Wait a minute, you’re actually 
stuck inside a motivational poster! 
The caption reads ‘Generic Success 
Pose.’
Pisces
Oh no! Some prankster has tampered 
with the college’s ventilation system 
and now papers are flying like 
snowflakes. I’m not sure what the 
culprit’s motive might be, but it 
might have been to get rid of the 
smell of rotting squirrel corpses 
coming from their closet.  
Aries (3/21-4/19)
Wow, that hit of acid you took on 
Halloween sure was powerful. 
You can still see people’s 
words as they come out of their 
mouths. Try not to get trapped in 
califragilisticexpialidocious. 
Taurus (4/20-5/20)
The day seemed to be expansive, 
which you will appreciate. With this 
new expansion pack, you can fly 
around the world and turn into a 
vampire! Isn’t The Sims 3 great!  
Gemini (5/21-6/21)
There will be some communication 
with an old friend today. This person 
will want their DVD of The Hottie 
and the Nottie back. You probably 
shouldn’t tell them that you already 
burned it out of concern for your 
friend’s self-respect.
Cancer (6/22-7/22)
Today, you find that you can’t stop 
talking about the most random 
thing that comes to mind. Ooh, look! 
There’s a crow on a lawn! He’s eating 
that old McDonald’s bag!  What does 
he think that bag is? A fish?  
Leo (7/23-8/22)
Your mind can go anywhere today. 
With a mind like that, you can be 
the next big thing! However, you’ll 
actually just sit in front of the TV 
watching MythBusters. 
Virgo (8/23-9/22)
People are more likely to listen to 
you today. It must be something to 
do with the fact that you still haven’t 
changed out of your RoboCop 
costume. Either RoboCop draws a 
lot of attention or it could just be 
the horrible stench that you’ve been 
emitting.
Libra (9/23-10/22)
You’ll disagree with the information 
that you receive today. You’ll be 
told that you only got a C+ on your 
project about the moral values of My 
Little Pony: Friendship is Magic when 
you thought you deserved an A.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21)
Climatic events are bound to 
occur in your life today. Like the 
battle between a robot Hitler and a 
tyrannosaurs in an F-14! You really, 
really wouldn’t want miss that! 
Sagittarius  (11/22-12/21)
Now would be a good time to step up 
your communication skills. You’ve 
already said “Hi” to people, so why 
not ask them about their day?

